
6/19/2009 1

CAREERS IN LANGUAGES
JOB OPPORTUNITIES FOR SPANISH SPEAKERS

Ravi Kumar
HISPANICINDIA

SPANISH LANGUAGE DAY
JUNE 20, 2009, NEW DELHI
INSTITUTO CERVANTES



6/19/2009 2

CAREERS IN LANGUAGES
JOB OPPORTUNITIES FOR SPANISH SPEAKERS



6/19/2009 3

WHY LANGUAGES

Effective communication 
Literary Expressions 
Other human manifestations 
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WHY LANGUAGES

RESULTS OF EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION

Understand what others are saying
Creation of good Impression 
Convey what you want
Level of understanding increases
Confidence and Trust build up
Business – Grows 
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WHY FOREIGN LANGUAGES

Foreign Trade – Effective Communication 
Liberalization – Open Economy followed by Globalization
Recognized by UNO, WTO, European Union, Trade Blocks 
and various other International Trade forums
While learning one learns not only communication but also –
Culture, history, ethnic values, practices of the society which 
are equally important for effective communication
Research says one Increases analytical abilities 
Global Advantage – foreign companies feel more comfortable 
with counterpart speaking the same language – That is how 
even in BPO’s Foreign language speaking executives are 
given high and better openings
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WHY FOREIGN LANGUAGES

One knows exotic Americas, Fashioned France and Arabic 
and French mixed Africa, Robust Germany, Russian Vokda or 
any other unknown world – about whom one has just read in 
text books – Here you visualize them
While Travelling you do not have to depend on Interpreter, 
same thing applies during business talks
Those desirous of becoming socialite world should have 
command over a foreign Language – Make friends – boys, 
girls
Most of the research surveyed prove that average earners 
with linguistic abilities are paid 12% higher than their 
counterpart with no or little linguistic abilities. 
Many companies abroad need his employee to speak native 
language
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SOME EXPERIENCES ABROAD

A February 1997 article in Time magazine suggested that
foreign languages should be taught to children as early
as possible. The American Council on Education, in a 
1989 policy statement, calls on higher education leaders
"to make foreign language competence an integral part
of a college education. Every baccalaureate holder
should be competent in a second language; we can 
settle for no less as we move into the next century
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SOME EXPERIENCES ABROAD

On September 15, 1999, Secretary of Education Richard W. Riley
delivered his Annual Back-to-School Address, entitled, "Changing the 
American High School to Fit Modern Times."Included in his remarks, 
Riley states, "Let me suggest one other way to raise standards. I 
believe that in this new economy every high school student should be 
close to fluent in a foreign language when he or she graduates. We
should begin teaching foreign languages in our elementary schools, 
and then in middle schools and high schools. English is a beautiful
language and every American student must be a master of it. English
is surely a world language. But learning a foreign language exposes
young people to new cultures and new horizons and helps them
understand English better.
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SOME EXPERIENCES ABROAD

Brain science has dicovered that functional plasticity
of the human brain is driven by language, and it is 
beginning to find out that knowing a foreign language
can actually change the brain's anatomy by adding
gray matter. Dr. Andrea Mechelli is a well-known
researcher at the Institute for Cognitive Neuroscience
at University College London. Aided by experts from
the Fondazione Santa Lucia in Rome, he recently
completed research showing that brain density is 
effected by being bilingual or highly proficient in a 
second language. WebMD tells this story in a recent
article:
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SOME EXPERIENCES WITHIN INDIA

Modern India as a whole is multilingual. 
Linguistically India, with its States and Union 
Territories, is made of many mini-Indias. Those who 
are multilingual constitute some 20 % of the total 
population. 
The traditionally strong constituent of multilingual 
groups is further strengthened in modern times from 
one decade to another, by increasing mobility within 
the country as well as the introduction of formal 
education in all parts of the country which makes it 
obligatory to learn at least two languages until the 
end of higher secondary education. 
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SOME EXPERIENCES WITHIN INDIA

The number of bilinguals is on the increase from Census to 
Census.
Their national average is: 

1961- 9.70%;  1971- 13.04%; 1981-13.34%;  1991- 19.44%. 
Some important results, in the case of the major languages, 
emerging from the 1991 Census are as follows: 
18.72% are bilinguals and 7.22% are trilinguals and  the 
bilinguals among minor languages are 38.14% and  the 
trilinguals are 8.28%. 
Significantly, among major language speakers, the spread 
of bilingualism in English is more (than in Hindi)
8% as second language, 3.15% as third language whereas 
the same in Hindi is 6.15% and 2.16%.
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SOME EXPERIENCES WITHIN INDIA

The Constitution of India listed fourteen languages 
(Assamese, Bengali, Gujarati, Hindi, Kannada, 
Kashmiri, Malayalam, Marathi, Oriya, Punjabi, 
Sanskrit, Tamil, Telugu, and Urdu) into its Eighth 
Schedule in 1950. Since then, this has been expanded 
thrice, once to include Sindhi, at another to include 
Konkani, Manipuri and Nepali, and just this month to 
include Bodo, Santhali, Maithili and Dogri. The 100th 
Constitution Amendment which added the latter four 
languages into the Eighth Schedule was supported by 
all the 338 members present in the Parliament. It has 
been stated that claims of 33 more languages for 
inclusion are under 
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SOME EXPERIENCES WITHIN INDIA

It is worth mentioning the encouraging 
reports by UNESCO that has appreciated 
India’s stand " on maintaining linguistic 
diversity” ... (when) about half of the 
approximately 6000 languages spoken in 
the world are under threat, seriously 
endangered or dying," it does appreciate 
that "India has maintained its extensive 
and well-catalogued linguistic diversity". 
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VARIOUS LANGUAGES AT A GLANCE – PROJECTIONS FOR THE YEAR 2025

0.659 (2)159 (2)Italian 

1.198 (5)1.691 (5)German

1.41301.9109 (18)French

1.4127(0.7)2.2124 (0.7)Japanese

2.2193 2.9165 (Russian

4.6395 (5.2)3.5193(5.2)Arabic

6.3539 (1)6.3(1)348Hindi

7.8668 (5)8.4468 ( 5)English

9776 (50)9496 ( 26)Spansih

12.7107714777Mandarian 70% 
China

% World PopulationPopulation% world populationPopulation Languages

2025202519931993 

Resource: Comparative national Statistics, Resource: Comparative national Statistics, BritanicaBritanica World Data, Chicago 1994World Data, Chicago 1994
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ONLINE LANGUAGE POPULATION 

Source: Global Reach Source: Global Reach –– globalglobal--reach.biz/globstatsreach.biz/globstats
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SOME FACTS ABOUT SPANISH

In 1999, Spanish had 332 million speakers, while English had 322 million. Ethnologue. 
Current Figure shows that Spanish has 450 million speakers. 
Spanish is official language of 21 countries including Argentina, Belize, Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador,  Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, 
Paraguay, Peru, the Philippines, Puerto Rico, Uruguay and Venezuela.
Approximately another 100 million people speak Spanish as second Language
As of 1998, the United States has the fifth largest Hispanic population, about 30 million people Two-
thirds trace their roots to Mexico, and 86 percent say Spanish is their first language. 
During the sweeps period earlier last year, the top local TV newscast in the New York City area was Noticias 41, 
a Spanish-language broadcast. And Noticiero Univision, the newscast of a national Spanish-language network, 
beat out the big three network news shows.
California alone has 5.5 million people who speaks Spanish at home. Other states with high Spanish-
speaking populations include Texas (3.4 million), New York (1.8 million), and Florida (1.5 million).
About 7.2 percent of the people who use the Internet speak Spanish, making it the No. 4 language in the 
Internet community, following English (40.2 percent), Chinese (9.8 percent), Japanese (9.2 percent) German
(6.8 percent). Close behind is, Korean with 4.8 percent, followed by French with 3.9 percent. 
A recent study of 25 metro markets in the United States found that Spanish-language programming was the 
sixth most popular format. 
Because the birth rate in the Spanish-speaking word is higher than among people whose first language 
is English, Spanish can be expected to remain firmly in the No. 2 spot for years to come. And if the 
economies of Latin American countries improve, Spanish could gain importance in worldwide trade and 
communications as well.
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SOME FACTS ABOUT FRENCH

French is the eleventh most widely-spoken language in the world. 
French is the mother tongue of 75 million people. 
200 million people around the world understand, speak, read or write French. 
Along with English, French is the official working language of the United Nations, UNESCO, NATO, 
the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), the International Monetary 
Fund, the International Labour Bureau, and the International Olympic Committee. 
French is the dominant working language at the European Court of Justice, the European Tribunal 
of First Instance, the European Court of Auditors in Luxembourg, and the Press Room at the 
European Commission in Brussels. 
French-speaking Africa represents an area larger than the USA.
French is the most widely taught second language after English.
Over 20,000 English words have their origins in French.
In the humanities and the social sciences many of the most important writings have come from 
France. Students and researchers who know French have access to these works for several years 
before they are translated into English. Many significant works are never translated and remain 
accessible only to those who know the language. 
France is one of the world's major foreign tourist destinations (60 million tourists a year).
France has the fourth largest economy in the world after the U.S., Japan and Germany. 
France is the fourth largest producer of automobiles in the world (Renault,Peugeot, 
Citroën) and the third largest exporter. 
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SOME FACTS ABOUT GERMAN LANGUAGE

Today German is spoken by more than 100 million people. 
German is the most widely spoken native language in the EU. 
Germany boasts a 99% literacy rate. 
German belongs to the three most learned languages in the world as well as the 
ten most widely spoken languages in the world. 
German is among the top five most widely used languages on the Internet. 
One fourth of the tourists in the U.S. are German speaking. 
Germany is the second most popular European destination for American tourists. 
German is the official language in seven countries (Germany, Austria, 
Switzerland, Liechtenstein, Luxemburg, as well as parts of Italy and
Belgium). 
With 22 %, German-Americans represent the largest ethnic group in America 
today (according to the 1990 Census). Some prominent examples include Albert 
Einstein, Levi Strauss, Henry Kissinger, and Werner von Braun. 
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WHY INDIAN STUDENTS SHOULD OPT FOR SPANISH

Spanish is the second world language 
About  450 million people in the world speak Spanish as their first language. 
The demand for Spanish courses has doubled world-wide in ten years. 
Spanish is the official language in 21 countries. 
Approximately another 100 million people speak Spanish as a second language. 
Spanish is expected to be the first language of 50% of the population of the United States within 50 
years. 
Spanish is the most popular foreign language to learn in America and Europe. 
Today Spanish is an official language of the UN and its institutions, the European Union and other 
international organizations. 
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WHY INDIAN STUDENTS SHOULD OPT FOR SPANISH 

In India, lots of Multinational companies are coming which have a Spanish origin, which shall give 
advantage to a Spanish-speaking individual. 
Multinational companies have offices in Spanish speaking countries, Indian talent especially in 
managerial skills is recognized all over the world. MNC Companies shall prefer Indians who know 
Spanish in these countries.
India has a large pool of Intellectual resources in Software services. The most economically growing 
regions in this decade are going to be in Latin American & Spain. This shall certainly require 
developers with proficiency in Spanish language. 
EEPC, FIEO, CII, ITPO, ESC and other trade promotion bodies in India keep on organizing a lot of 
seminars & shows along with the Spanish Government.  These events require many Spanish 
Speaking local persons to effectively coordinate & run the show, ie. Event Management. 
Many Colleges, MBA institutes and Universities have began Spanish language courses, and they 
offer quite lucrative and stable job opportunities for those who have achieved academic excellence 
in this particular language. 
While taking admission, many US as well as European universities offer ample percentage of 
weightage to those who have basic as well as advance level of knowledge and understanding in 
Spanish Language. 
IT enabled services i.e. Call centers are growing at a steady pace. India is becoming the hub for 
most of the call centers, medical transcription etc.  To provide such services to Spanish speaking 
countries, India will need a pool of fluent  Spanish speaking work force .
Spanish language is used world-wide on the Internet 
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HISPANIC CULTURE

Spanish culture has made a large contribution to architecture, the arts 
and to world literature. What could be better than to be able to read 
Lorca, Vargas Llosa, Cervantes or García Marquez in their own, rich 
language? Wouldn't Picasso, Miró, Dalí, Goya and Velasquez be much 
more interesting if you were familiar with their culture? And even if you 
just want to visit Spain or Latin American countries on a holiday, a basic 
knowledge of Spanish will take you a long way further 
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HISPANIC CULTURE
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CONSTANT GROWTH IN LATIN AMERICA

- In the Americas, Spanish and the Latino culture will have the greatest impact. 
Big business has recognized the importance of the Hispanic consumer and has 
invested heavily in Latin America. Unlike Europe and Asia where business is 
conducted in English, in Latin America you need to speak Spanish and be familiar 
with the culture to be successful.
Opportunities on account of establishment of Trade blocs and their 
relationship with India 
NAFTA, MERCOSUR, ANDEAN PACT, ACTO ( Amazon Cooperation 
Treaty Organization), OPEC, OAS, IBERO AMERICAN SUMMIT, SICA 
etc.  
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SCENARIO OF SPANISH IN INDIA

Source : Eva Gonzalez de Lucas, Anuario del Instituto Cervantes 2006-2007  
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SCENARIO OF SPANISH IN INDIA

Source : Eva Gonzalez de Lucas, Anuario del Instituto Cervantes 2006-2007  
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SCENARIO OF SPANISH IN INDIA

Source : Eva Gonzalez de Lucas, Anuario del Instituto Cervantes 2006-2007
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SCENARIO OF SPANISH IN INDIA

Source : Eva Gonzalez de Lucas, Anuario del Instituto Cervantes 2006-2007  
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ADDITIONAL NUMBERS

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
PRIVATE COLLEAGES
PRIVATE TRAINING CENTERS
SELF LEARNING 
ASSOCIATION OF LANGUAGE PROFESSIONALS ETC.
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AREA OF STUDY IN COMBINATION WITH LANGUAGES
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JOB OPPOPRTUNITIES

TOURISM
AIRLINES
BPOS
EMBASSIES
PUBLISHING HOUSE 
CREATIVE INDUSTRIES
CONTENT WRITING
RESEARCH CENTRES
MEDIA AND ARTS, FILMS, PRESS
INTERNATIOANL ORGANIZATIONS, UN BODIES AND NGOS
MNCS
TEACHING
SOFTWARE COMPANIES
MANAGEMENT 
SELF EMPLOYMENT
TRANSLATION – INTERPRETATION AND TERMINOLOGY MANAGEMENT 
LOCALIZATION – ORKUT, GOOGLE, YAHOO ETC 
FREELANCING 
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JOB OPPOPRTUNITIES: TRANSLATION

TRANSLATORS
REVISER / PROOF READER / EDITOR
TERMINOLOGIST
LANGUAGE ENGINEER : LEXICOGRAPHER, LINGUIST ( TRANSLATION 

SOFTWARE DESIGNER), LANGUAGE TESTER
LOCALIZOR
PROJECT MANAGER
SUB-TITLER
VOICE- OVER 
TERMINOLOGIST 
TRANSCRIPTIONIST 
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JOB OPPORTUNITIES: APPLIED LINGUISTICS

Language acquisition, the study how we acquire our native 
language (first language acquistion), and how we learn other 
languages (second language acquisition). 
Psycholinguistics, the study of the connection between thinking 
and the use of language. 
Neurolinguistics, the study of the neural mechanisms involved in 
the comprehension, production and abstract knowledge of 
language. 
Sociolinguistics, the study of the relationship between language 
and society. 
Historical linguistics, the study of the origin of words (also 
known as diachronic linguisitcs or philology). 
Anthropological linguistics, the study of the relationship 
between language and culture. 
Discourse analysis, the study of language in the context of 
conversation. 
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JOB OPPORTUNITIES: INTERPRETATION

Delivery style

Simultaneous interpreting 
Consecutive Interpreting

Areas

Court Interpreting
Community interpreting
Conference Interpreting
Telephone Interpreting
Wispering
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MAJOR JOB CENTRES

NEW DELHI
BANGALORE
CHENNAI
PUNE
MUMBAI
CHANDIGARH
GURGAON
NOIDA AND OTHERS
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HOW TO REACH JOB CENTRES

ENGAGE THEM
INVITE THEM IN SEMINAR
ALLOW STUDENTS TO HAVE DIRECT CONTACT WITH 
INDUSTRY PEOPLE
ENGAGE STUDENTS IN ALL ABOVE PROCESS 
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QUALITY NEEDED

IF TRAINING CENTRES WANT THEIR STUDENTS TO REACH NEW HEIGHTS
TRAINING CENTRES MUST FOCUS ON IMPARTING QUALITY TRAINING AND 

MAKE STUDENTS AWARE OF NON – LINGUISTIC ASPECTS OF 
LANGUAGES

PROJECT MANAGEMENT
QUALITY STANDARDS
PROFESSIONAL PRACTICES
TERMINOLOGY MANAGEMENT
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
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INTEGRATION WITH TECHNOLOGY

STUDENTS MUST KNOW HOW TO MAKE USE OF 
COMPUTERS AND TECHNOLOGY IF THEY WANT TO 
SURVIVE IN THIS GLOBALIZED MARKET
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A FEW SPANISH COMPANIES IN INDIA 
(Source: ICEX)
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A FEW SPANISH COMPANIES IN INDIA 
(Source: ICEX)
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A FEW SPANISH COMPANIES IN INDIA 
(Source: ICEX)
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A FEW SPANISH COMPANIES IN INDIA 
(Source: ICEX)
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JOIN OUR NETWORK

JOIN HISPANICINDIA NETWORK
JOIN MODLINGUA NETWORK
JOIN HRLINGUA NETWORK
JOIN LINGUAINDIA NETWORK
JOIN ITAINDIA NETWORK
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GO NETWORKING

LOG ON TO BLOGS AND SITES  

www.hrlingua.com
www.linguaindia.org
www.hispanicindia.org
www.itaindia.org
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JOIN HISPANICINDIA NETWORK
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CONTACT

RAVI KUMAR
ravi.kumar@hispanicindia.org

ravi@modlingua.com
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GRACIAS !


